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In order to defeat constantly evolving threats, the U.S. must remain on the cutting edge, and constantly advance its multi-
layered detection capabilities. For over 10 years, IDGA has provided a discussion based platform to encourage and promote 
advancement, in critical areas of homeland security. However in an effort to advance the 2015 iteration of Homeland Security 
Week, we are partnering with the thought leaders in this community that are working diligently to help support the ongoing 
improvement efforts within the Department of Homeland Security.

Nelson H. Balido, APR 
CEO 
Border Commerce and Security Council 

Nelson Balido is one of the leading authorities on our U.S. 
borders for trade, travel, energy and security issues.  He is 
the principal at Balido and Associates, Inc. and founder of 

the Border Commerce and Security Council and the Energy Council of the 
Americas.  Prior to assuming his current role he was the President of the 
Border Trade Alliance; Nelson was a presidential pick to lead the private 
sector division of the Federal Emergency Management Agency where he 
earned Secretary’s Award for Excellence and also served on the Homeland 
Security Advisory Council appointed by Secretary Michael Chertoff, 
where he was awarded the department’s highest civilian award – the 
Outstanding Public Service Medal.

 

Ron Colburn 
Former National Deputy Chief 
U.S. Border Patrol

Ron Colburn has one of the most extensive backgrounds in 
border security in the world today, having served in critical 
operational positions in the field and at the headquarters 

of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection agency for over 30 years. 
Most recently, he was the National Deputy Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol 
within U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the agency at the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security that is now the largest federal law 
enforcement organization in the United States.

 

David V. Aguilar 
Partner 
Global Security and Intelligence Strategies

David Aguilar, a Partner at GSIS, advises clients on a broad 
range of homeland and international security matters 
including border operations, security management, 

global trade and commerce, supply chain management and security, 
critical infrastructure protection,  and risk management.  He retired from 
government in 2013. Prior to retirement, Mr. Aguilar was appointed 
Acting Commissioner of U. S. Customs and Border Protection in 2011. As 
Commissioner, Mr. Aguilar led the government’s largest law enforcement 
organization with a workforce of over 60,000

Allen Gina 
Co-Founder 
CT Strategies

Mr. Allen Gina is the Co-Founder of CT Strategies, a 
subsidiary of Command Consulting Group, which provides 
strategic services to clients seeking current and innovative 

insight into border management and supply chain challenges in the U.S. and 
around the world. Most recently, Mr. Gina served as Assistant Commissioner 
for International Trade at U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP).  Prior 
to holding that position, Mr. Gina served as the Assistant Commissioner for 
International Affairs; (A) Assistant and Deputy Assistant Commissioner for 
Intelligence and Operations Coordination, and (A) Executive Director for the 
Joint Operations Directorate at CBP.  Mr. Gina also served as the Executive 
Director of the Container Security and Secure Freight Initiatives, Director of 
the Customs Industry Partnership Program, the Customs Outbound Program, 
and the Customs Office of Border Security.  His field assignments were as 
Customs Inspector, Supervisory Customs Inspector, Chief Customs Inspector, 
and Area Port Director.
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Evan Scott 
President  
ESGI 

Evan Scott, President was one of the founding partners of 
ESGI. Established in 2000, Mr. Scott brought many years of 
retained search experience to the company. Prior to helping 

establish ESGI, Mr. Scott was the Senior Partner and second employee with 
a retainer based executive search firm where he spent 21 years. When Mr. 
Scott sold his shares in that firm, the company was listed as the 23rd largest 
search firm in the country with four offices and 125 employees.

Janice Kephart 
CEO 
Secure Identity & Biometrics Association

Janice Kephart is a subject matter expert in identity and 
border security and CEO of SIBA, the Secure Identity & 
Biometrics Association. She is a former 9/11 Commission 

counsel where she drafted much of the Commission’s Terrorist Travel 
monograph and Commission’s Final Report border recommendations. Ms. 
Kephart has testified before Congress 16 times on ID and border issues

Doyel Shamley 
CEO 
Veritas Research Consulting

Decorated Combat Veteran of the U.S. Army.  CEO, Veritas 
Research Consulting. Vice-Chairman Arizona Prescriptive 
Fire Council and seated member of BLM inter-disciplinary 

team on pipeline proposals in Arizoan.  Has provided key testimony for 
U.S. Congressional Committees, data analysis to U.S. Senate and House 
members, Key and Lead presenter to multiple western states’ legislatures 
on issues of economic security, natural resource utilization and the 
associated socio-economic impacts.  Special research assignment for AZ 
Senate Study on Resource Utilization and impacts to local governments 
ability to successfully foster said operations, along with the existing inter-
governmental jurisdictional boundaries.  Integrated data and testimony 
provided for the Horseshoe II and Monument Wildfires, directly tied to 
illegal immigration elements.

Gregory D. Fechner 
Director, US Federal Market 
Crestron Mid-Atlantic, Inc.

Greg Fechner is the Director, US Federal Market at 
Crestron Electronics. Greg served as a NCO in the U.S. 
Air Force for 10 years. Following his tenure in the Air 

Force, he spent an additionally 8 years working in Sales Engineer and 
Consultant roles in the DC Metro Area, working closely with government 
customers. With more than 20 years of knowledge and experience in the 
government sector, he truly understands the requirements, expectations, 
and challenges of the government customer. 

Sylvia Longmire 
Owner  
Longmire Consulting

Sylvia Longmire is a former Air Force officer and 
Special Agent with the Air Force Office of Special 
Investigations, where she specialized in counterintelligence, 

counterespionage, and force protection analysis. After being medically 
retired in 2005, Ms. Longmire worked for four years as a Senior 
Intelligence Analyst for the California State Terrorism Threat Assessment 
Center, providing daily situational awareness to senior state government 
officials on southwest border violence and significant events related to 
the drug war in Mexico.

Brandon Behlendorf 
Senior Researcher 
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and 
Responses to Terrorism

Brandon Behlendorf is a senior researcher at the 
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and 

Responses to Terrorism (START), where he conducts multi-method 
modeling and analysis focused on terrorist targeting strategies, maritime 
piracy, nuclear trafficking and transnational criminal activity. He has 
received funding from the Department of Homeland Security and the 
National Science Foundation, and has been published in the Journal of 
Quantitative Criminology.  

Meeting Agenda
12:30pm Opening Remarks 

12:35pm Introduction of each Advisory Board Member

12:45pm   Defining the Value Proposition for the Homeland 
Security Community

12:55pm Event Strategy and Overall Structure

13:05pm Top 10 “Must Have” Topics

13:25pm Closing Remarks and Summary of Action points
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